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Sharing the Power of Learning



Low Prep Activities: 

Nothing Needed
Where is the…?
Language: Speaking, Listening, Prepositions, Question formation

1. Ask the learner(s) where something in the room is, for example, “where is the waste basket?” Learners can answer, “next to the desk.” 

2. Questions and answers can continue around the room or from tutor to learner. 
Concentric Circles

Language: Speaking and Listening

1. Learners stand in two circles of even numbers with the inner circle facing out, and the outer circle facing in.

2. Tell the inner circle that they are the speakers. Tell the outer circle that they are the listeners. 

3. Give the learners a topic (favorite food, what the did over the weekend, advice for a headache, etc.)

4. The learners in the inner circle talk to their partners for 30 seconds about the topic. 

5. The tutor says, “Stop!” and the talkers move one space clockwise.

6. Give both circles a chance to be talkers. Learners can report back what they heard. 

The Name Game
Language: Speaking

1. Learners work in pairs or threes. 

2. Ask each learner to share what their name is, what it means (if they know) and how they got their name. You may need to demonstrate first with your name.

3. When finished telling each other, learners introduce their partner to the group.

4. This is an interesting way to have a cultural discussion about the importance of names and the importance of the origin of a name. 

The End is the Beginning
Language: Listening, Speaking, Alphabet and Spelling Awareness

1. The first person says any word

2. The next person must say a word that beings with the last letter of the previous word, and so on.

3. Example: table – ear – rat – tea – apple 

4. The game continues in this vein until someone is ‘stumped.’ 

Total Physical Response (TPR)

Language: Listening, Commands 

In this activity the learner is to do whatever physical action the tutor instructs (Much like Simon Says). For example: Pick up your pencil. Get out some paper. Write your name. Another example: Stand up. Put your hands up. Put your hands down. Raise your right hand. 
1. Say the actions while demonstrating them.

2. Say and do the actions and indicate that the students should do them with you. 

3. Say the actions while students do them.

4. Mix up the order of the actions. 

Variation: Ask learners to act out the steps in a process, such as making rice or washing their hands. 

The Circle Game

Language: Listening, Speaking, Writing, Synthesizing

Ask the learner(s) where something in the room is
