Objectives to Activities Cheat Sheet
Find someone who…

Students survey the class, asking yes/no questions about personal experiences. For example: Do you take the bus to school?
Retell

Students retell a story they read. The teacher can write it down, or just confirm it verbally. 
The circle game

Students work in small groups. Each group writes three things they have in common in the middle of the circle and unique things on the outside. Or, they sort items into two categories inside and outside the circle. 
Role play

Students take on roles. One student might be a customer and the other might be the clerk. They have a realistic conversation to solve a problem. 
Three truths and a lie

Students write four sentences about a topic. One of them is false. They ready the sentences out loud and the other students guess which one is false. 
Information Gap

One student has half of the answers and the other student has the other half. They ask each other questions to get the information. This could be on a map, chart, menu, or form. 
Password

A student is assigned a word. She gives clues to her partner who then guesses what the word is. 
What ___ am I?

Each student takes a picture. They don’t look at their own pictures. They show the pictures to the rest of the group. They ask yes/no questions of the group and try to guess what picture they have. 
Spelling practice (with a partner)

Students quiz each other about the spelling of key vocabulary words. 
Picture stories
Students are given a series of pictures that tell a story. They work with partners and sequence the story. They give the story a title and then tell the story to another pair of students. 
Story starter

Students are given the first line of a story. Then each student contributes one more line to the story. 
Listen for key words

Give each student a few words to listen for. Students listen to a song or dialog and they stand up every time they hear their words. Or, they can raise their hands. 
Fill in the blanks/cloze
Students fill in missing key words in a story or in sentences.
Sentence strip sequencing

Students cut up sentences in to strips, scramble them up, and then put them in order. 
Describe the picture

Show students a picture and ask them questions about it to encourage them to describe what they see. This is a good pre-reading or pre-listening activity. 
Picture that

Students sit back to back. One student is given a picture and describes it to the other student. The other student draws the picture. 
LEA stories (Language Experience Approach)
Students tell the teacher about a shared experience. The teacher writes down what the students say. Then the story is used as reading material. 
Flash cards

The teacher holds up a flash card and the students read it for sight word practice. Or students practice in pairs. 
Scan for letters or words

Students scan a story, sentence, ad, cereal box, etc for a particular letter or word and circle all the examples. 
Dialog journal
A student writes about a topic. The teacher writes a response. The student continues with another response—similar to a conversation. 
Sequence word cards

The teacher passes out a word cards to some students. The students stand up and put the words in order to form a sentence. 
Use props/realia

The teacher uses real life items such as a can of soup, coins, or a winter jacket to set the context for a lesson. 
Matching

Students can match sentences and pictures, vocabulary and examples, lower case and upper case letters…
Dictation

The teacher says a sentence and the students write it. The first time say it at a natural pace. The second time say it slowly, breaking it down into phrases. The third time say it at a natural pace again. 
Interview a partner

Students work in pairs and ask each other a set of questions. 
Survey the class

Students ask several classmates (or even all their classmates) a set of questions. 
